
Go Deeper

1. Technol ogy- enabl ed 
l ear ning and t eaching  

Many models of effective teaching 
and learning to prepare students 
for  the 21st centur y descr ibe core 
capaci ties that students must 
develop.  For  example, the inter -
national New  Pedagogies for  Deep 
Learning project includes ?Six Cs? 
at the core of the student 
exper ience: character  education, 
ci tizenship, communication, cr i t-
ical thinking and problem solving, 
col laboration, and creativi ty and  
imagination.

Providing students w ith access to 

technology gives them an 
enhanced abi l i ty to col laborate, 
share, create, and engage deeply in 
learning exper iences in ways that 
are most meaningful to them. 
Many post-secondar y insti tutions 
use blended or  onl ine learning as  
par t of their  formal education 
programs. In both cases, in order  
to honour  our  students? desir e for  
authentic learning exper iences 
and to prepare them for  future 
learning oppor tuni ties, we must 
develop their  digi tal l i teracy and 
ci tizenship ski l ls.  Outside of 
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The Big Idea
As students and teachers engage in technology-enabled learning and teaching, there w i l l  be exci ting new  
learning oppor tuni ties.  As a school leader , i t is impor tant to become famil iar  w i th some of the possible concerns 
that present themselves in the connected classroom, and how  to address these concerns w ith parents.

Key Quest ions
1. What is technology-enabled learning and why is i t impor tant for  my chi ld? 
2. What is the ?cloud??  Why is my chi ld shar ing his/her  work online? 
3. How  do you know  that new  online tools or  applications are safe to use (pr ivacy etc.)?
4. How  do you handle inappropr iate online behaviour? 

Need To Know

1. The abi l i ty to col laborate, create, innovate and communicate on-l ine are key components of a    
modern educational exper ience

2. Learning, shar ing and publishing on-l ine provides students the oppor tuni ty to bui ld and    
maintain a posi tive online presence or  ?digi tal footpr int?

3. There are key cr i ter ia to consider  when evaluating a  new  digi tal tool or  application
4. Behavioural incidents on-l ine are addressed in the same way they are addressed i f  they    

happened face-to-face

"Students will be fully engaged in their learning, 
building the skills and developing the attributes they 
will need to compete for and create the jobs of 
tomorrow. They will benefit from a wide array of 
opportunities both inside and outside of school that 
are compelling and contribute to their success, 
including the opportunity to benefit from the 
effective and appropriate use of technology in the 
classroom." 

 (Achieving Excellence, 2014)

https://osapac.ca/ccpalo/dc/communication/
https://osapac.ca/ccpalo/dc/critical-thinking/
https://osapac.ca/ccpalo/dc/creation-and-credit/
https://osapac.ca/ccpalo/dc/communication/
https://osapac.ca/ccpalo/dc/health-and-protection/


school, students are using technology to access online 
video, discussion forums, or  social media to learn 
something new , and to cultivate a network of peers 
who  col laborate around a shared passion or  interest. 

2. On- l ine  Pr esence  in t he 'cl oud'
The ?cloud? refer s to tools, apps, and ser vices that exist 
on-l ine.  Many schools leverage ?cloud?-based 
resources as they al low  students to access their  data 
and software anywhere, anytime, from near ly any 
device.  I t provides new  oppor tuni ties for  students to 
engage meaningful ly in their  learning and to 
col laborate w ith peers beyond the confines of the 
classroom or  tr adi tional computer  lab.

It is impor tant for  students to develop a posi tive 
on-l ine presence.  I t al lows for  the presentation of a 
posi tive vision of who they are and what they value. 
Students become confident as they bui ld their  digi tal 
footpr int and realize that the audience for  their  
creation extends beyond the classroom walls. 

In addition, making learning visible on-l ine is a way to 
engage parents and community members and to bui ld 
a shared understanding of the work being under taken 
by teachers and students.  Being absent from online 
spaces leaves a void, which may be f i l led w ith negative 
or  false information; i t is a good practice for  al l  staff , 
students, and schools to be actively involved in 
managing their  digi tal footpr int to ensure that their  
best ?digi tal? foot is put for ward. 

3. Key  Cr it er ia: New  Tool s   Or   Apps
Invar iably, new  online ser vices and si tes are f inding 
their  way into our  schools.  As teachers and students 
consider  incorporating them into their  learning 
activi ties, i t is impor tant that pr incipals are able to ask 
good questions to assess any potential issues and to 
r espond to any concerns.  Some key questions might 
be:

- Does th i s ser v i ce enhance the l ear n ing 
oppor tun i t i es of  students, or  our  abi l i t y to 
com m unicate and col l abor ate w i th in  or  outside 
the school?  As pr incipals, we are doing two 
things: ensur ing student well-being and safety, and 
maximizing their  oppor tuni ties to learn.  I f  using a 
new  si te or  ser vice doesn?t jeopardize their  safety 
and i t enhances learning oppor tuni ties or  the 
abi l i ty to connect w ith parents, students, or  other  

educator s around the wor ld, then i t is wor th 
tr ying.

- Is any sensi t ive or  per sonal  i n for m at ion being 
shar ed or  stor ed by th i s ser v i ce?  Student 
information (names, emai l addresses), IEPs, 
assessment data, pictures or  videos of students, 
and other  information should not be stored or  
shared w ith a ser vice that has not been vetted. 
Don?t forget: In many cases, onl ine ser vices may 
have alr eady been vetted by your  board or  the 
ministr y, such as the provincial vi r tual learning 
environment (VLE) and some online col laborative 
platforms. 

- Ar e par ents awar e that  we ar e using th i s 
ser v i ce?  Communicating clear ly w ith parents 
r egarding the social media, web 2.0/3.0, or  other  
onl ine ser vices being used by your  school and by 
their  chi ldren is key.  Shar ing a l ist of ser vices or  
the types of ser vices that are used by teachers in 
your  school w ith parents as par t of an appropr iate 
use of technology package or  permission form 
ear ly in the school year  is a good practice. 

4. Responsibl e  Behav iour   On- l ine
Too often ?digi tal? concerns are seen as di f ferent from 
'in-person' concerns in schools.  Inappropr iate online 
behaviours can be addressed using the same processes 
and procedures you cur rently r ely upon for  off l ine 
issues.  From a preventative or  community-bui lding 
point of view , i t is good practice to incorporate digi tal 
or  onl ine contexts into discussions of well-being, 
character , and ci tizenship you may alr eady be having. 
 An example of this can be seen in the Ottawa-Car leton 
Distr ict School Board?s 2015 update to i ts character  
education program: they have included an ?In Person 
& Online? 
contextual 
r eminder  at the 
bottom of their  
character  wheel 
displayed  promi-
nently in al l  schools 
in their  distr ict. 

OCDSB Character Wheel
ocdsb.ca



Tweetabl es

"Technology can close 
gaps, solve problems, and 
give our kids experiences 
they might never 
otherwise have." 
(@soledadobrien)

?Having students produce 
content, and putting it up 
for a global audience 
creates excitement & a 
sense of pride and 
ownership.? 
(@globalearner) 

?The fridge can no longer 
be the only place that 
good student work goes; 
it needs to be published, 
shared, and celebrated.? 
(@stumpteacher)

CONVERSATION STARTERS

Data from elearning Ontario

http:/ / bit.ly/df-video

This video explores how having control over your digital 
footprint is an important step in managing your privacy.

Video

Connect ed  Ontar io  
Educat or s  On:  

Lear ning  Onl ine

Lisa  Neal e

Digi tal f luency is one of the key 
exi t outcomes for  students; having 
them engage meaningful ly onl ine 
w ith peers is essential.

@par ent _ ocdsb

@l isaneal e

Andr ew  Par ent

We encourage you to take items from this page and share them with staff, school council, 
or your community through newsletters or social media to spark conversations!

What  Par ent s  can  do:
- Ask your  chi ld i f  he/she has work stored "in the cloud" or  

"on-l ine"
- Ask him/her  to show  you his/her  work, and how  to access i t
- Find out what precautions are in place to keep your  chi ld's work 

safe and pr ivate

References made in this document may be found at 
bit.ly/DCPar t2ref

Being a practicing leader  in the 
digi tal wor ld is imperative, so you 
can coach students, staff  & parents 
to navigate tech enabled learning.

http://bit.ly/df-video
https://vimeo.com/104311309
http://bit.ly/DCPart2ref
http://bit.ly/DCPart2ref
http://bit.ly/DCPart2ref

